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.n the opinion of many. Peel still belonged essentially to the
ntddle class, with its tenacious worship of "the right thing/*
Peel and her ladyship were essentially "right"; they had a
Deautiful house looking over the river, and a collection of
respectable pictures. Some considered that Mary Anne's house
.n Grosvenor Gate lacked taste as to its furnishing and that she
ffore rather unsuitable clothes, though the latter shortcoming
does not appear in her protraits. All this could not but affect
Peel's judgment.

Peel was not entirely his own master any more than any other
Prime Minister. Disraeli's fate appears to have been sealed
when, on Peel's putting his name forward, Stanley said abruptly:
"If he is taken in I will not remain myself/' No Tory Prime
Minister faced with a choice between Stanley and Disraeli
could afford to choose Disraeli.

His choice having been forced on him, Peel did not escape a
mild feeling of relief. Could one, after all, describe Disraeli and
Mary Anne as anything more than a pair of adventurers, she
adventuring on the strength of a fortune left her by her first
husband in a love affair with a youngish self-confessed dandy,
and he adventuring politically on the strength of her first hus-
band's influence to begin with and afterwards on that of her
money?

Really, despite the man's obvious gifts, it seemed hardly
decent. Who would imagine Julia, with the tradition of all the
Floyds behind her, writing a letter similar to Mrs. Disraeli's
letter to him on his behalf, supposing the positions of himself and
Disraeli had been reversed? As for her story that she wished no
human being to know of it, obviously the whole thing must be
a conspiracy between her and her husband. Otherwise the
coincidence of her letter, written on the Saturday, and his written
on the Sunday, became impossible to believe.

Now Gladstone was so different How well Peel understood
and sympathised with Gladstone, a product of Eton, who had
taken, like Peel, a double-first at Oxford. Wtat more satis-
factory than to have Gladstone as Under-Secretary for the Board
of Trade, an office Gladstone accepted with little enthusiasm,
because he had a perpetual rendezvous with the Church of
England, and the .Board of Trade is more concerned with bales
than bishops. The story goes that when Gladstone, after recon-
ciling as best he imght the Board of Trade with his religious
principles, accepted, Peel took his hands and exclaimed: "God
bless jroul"